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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
A meeting of the City Council was held on the 20th day of July, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. in the BPS 
Administration Meeting Room, 320 North 5th Street, Beatrice, Nebraska. 
 
Mayor Wirth led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
Attending:  Mayor Wirth, Councilmembers: Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, 

Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
Absent:  None 
 
Mayor Wirth announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and 
is accessible to members of the public. 
 
Mayor Wirth read a proclamation congratulating Chris Lofing on his co-writing, directing, 
editing, and producing of a major motion picture, The Gallows.  It was announced that Lofing’s 
parents had not arrived at the meeting yet.  Mayor Wirth noted he would present them with the 
proclamation when they arrived. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on July 6, 2015, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
e. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $363,677.91. 
f. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $18,360.75. 
g. Approval of write-off of ambulance bad debts.
h. Approval of Change Order #4 increase in the amount of $4,664.93 to Elkhorn West 

Construction, Inc. for the Beatrice Public Library Renovation.  
i. Approval of Change Order #2 increase in the amount of $5,600.78 and final contract price of 

$44,791.22 to Topkote, Inc. for the Armor Coat Paving Project #15-001, as recommended by 
BPW.  

j. Approval of Change Order #1 decrease in the amount of $559.00 and final contract price of 
$46,789.00 to Goossen Construction, Inc. for the Lake Ridge Estates Sanitary Sewer 
Improvement Project #15-004, as recommended by BPW.  

k. Resolution Number 5796 granting permission for the Beatrice Humane Society to hold a 
“Doggie Dip Evening” fundraiser at the Big Blue Water Park on September 9, 2015.  

l. Resolution Number 5797 approving the request from Main Street Beatrice to close Highway 
136, which is also known as Court Street, from 4th Street to 7th Street, on Thursday, October 
29, 2015, between 4:00 p.m. and 7:45 p.m., for the Night of the Great Pumpkin event.  

m. Resolution Number 5798 approving the request to close Highway 136, which is also known 
as Court Street, from 6th Street to 7th Street, on Friday, July 24, 2015, between 4:00 p.m. and 
9:00 p.m., for a special screening of the movie “The Gallows”.  
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Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that the items listed under the consent agenda, with the 
exception of item m, be approved, accepted and/or ratified as presented.  
 
Roll Call: Yea:   Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
 Nay:  None                                                    
 Abstain:  Clabaugh – l; Cook – k                               MOTION CARRIED. 
 
m -  Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5798 approving the request to 
close Highway 136, which is also known as Court Street, from 6th Street to 7th Street, on Friday, 
July 24, 2015, between 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., for a special screening of the movie “The 
Gallows”, be approved. 
 
Councilman Parde inquired if the City has a policy that establishes guidelines for when the 
public can request closing down a main highway.  Tobias Tempelmeyer, City Administrator, 
noted there is not a policy for closing down a main highway and noted that Administration could 
draft one.  Councilman Parde noted he would like to see a policy in place. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:   Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
 Nay:   None       MOTION CARRIED. 

 
Mayor Wirth presented Chris Lofing’s parents with the proclamation. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/BIDS 

 
There were no public hearings/bids. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution implementing the Beatrice Trail Lighting Program to detail the process for 
lighting the City bike trail system.  
 
Mayor Wirth introduced Resolution Number 5799 implementing the Beatrice Trail Lighting 
Program to detail the process for lighting the City bike trail system.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Fairbanks, that Resolution Number 5799 be passed and adopted. 
 
Councilman Fairbanks spoke to the Council noting he felt this was a good project and it would 
be a good program.  Fairbanks noted that although it was reported in the paper that the City 
would be spending $1 million dollars on this project, he was simply asking to take $6,000 out of 
the Electric Department cash reserves to light the City’s trail system along 2nd Street, from Grant 
Street to Ella Street. 
 
Moved by Fairbanks, seconded by Cook, to call the question. 
 
Roll Call:   Yea:  Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Morgan  
  Nay:   Catlin, Kerr, Billesbach, Parde, Mayor Wirth                MOTION FAILED. 
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Councilman Kerr noted that as a public servant you should ask yourself if the project would 
benefit the City and if it is affordable.  Kerr further noted that another important questions to ask 
is what does the public want and went on to say that in the last month he has received several 
phone calls, none of them being a positive response.   
 
Councilman Parde also noted that he had not received any positive feedback on this project.   
 
Councilman Fairbanks again noted that the cost for the supplies for this portion of the trail 
lighting would be a mere $6,000.  Fairbanks noted he feels one reason the City may feel as 
though it has stalled, is that we have quit spending on ourselves.  Fairbanks also noted that this 
project would not be taking away funding from other projects and that the Electric Department 
can absorb the cost. 
 
Councilman Billesbach noted that he had also received negative comments towards this project. 
 
Councilman Kerr noted that the reason the City has worked to build the cash reserve is so that 
the funds are there should we be faced with an emergency situation, such as a tornado, in which 
there could be a large amount of infrastructure to be replaced. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Fairbanks, Cook 
  Nay:  Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Kerr, Morgan, Parde              MOTION FAILED. 
 
Resolution Number 5799 has failed. 
 
Resolution Number 5800 entering into a contract with Steve Bragg for Animal Control 
services.         
 
Mayor Wirth introduced Resolution Number 5800 entering into a contract with Steve Bragg for 
Animal Control services.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Resolution Number 5800 be passed and adopted. 
 
Tobias Tempelmeyer, City Administrator, noted that the contract with Steve Bragg for animal 
control services is set to expire at the end of this fiscal year.  Tempelmeyer noted that Bragg has 
agreed to the contract and the only major change to the current contract is a clause that will allow 
Bragg to determine if he will assist with the removal of non-domesticated animals and that he 
will not remove an animal if citizen sets a live trap.   
 
Councilman Clabaugh noted that he had received several complaints from citizens about Bragg, 
however Clabaugh contacted Chief Lang, the Gage County Sheriff Department, and the Humane 
Society and they all reported that Bragg does a great job.  Councilman Clabaugh noted the 
Humane Society would like to have Bragg take classes and Bragg noted that he has completed 
that class.  Bragg also noted that use of tranquilizers may soon be phased out.   
 
Councilman Clabaugh also inquired how it is handled when someone else covers the calls if 
Bragg is going to be unavailable.  Bragg noted he lets the Police Department and Administration 
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know when someone else will be covering the calls.  Tempelmeyer noted that many times the 
person covering is an off-duty police officer.  
 
Roll Call: Yea:   Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
 Nay:   None       MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Resolution Number 5800 has been passed and adopted. 
 

ORDINANCES 
 

There were no ordinances. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
 
No one appeared at public forum. 
 

DISCUSSIONS/REPORTS 
 
NGage Financial Report 
 
Glennis McClure, NGage Executive Director, reviewed the quarterly report as provided in the 
City Council packet.  McClure noted there are currently eight (8) open projects and she feels six 
(6) of them are very promising.  McClure noted that approximately 3,000 people come into the 
County to work, while 5,000 people leave for their employment, leaving a net of 2,000 people 
that they are hopeful will attract new businesses to come to this County and help keep those 
people working here.  McClure also noted it will take a lot of teamwork to bring in these 
potential six (6) businesses here.   
 
McClure noted she has had a lot of interest in what we will find in the housing study and new 
ideas to improve the community to make it an attractive place for businesses and residents to 
want to come invest in our community. 
 
Councilman Kerr thanked McClure for the thorough reports and working to ensure the City 
Council is aware of what is happening. 
 
City Administrator’s Monthly Report 
 
Tobias Tempelmeyer, City Administrator, presented the monthly report to the City Council.  
Tempelmeyer noted that the baseball/softball season is wrapping up and reported there were 240 
teams that played at Hannibal Park and noted Mark Pethoud, Director of Public Properties, had 
to turn away 95 teams due to flooding issues; the Big Blue River watermain boring project went 
well and  is near completion; the WPC Department has been videoing the sanitary sewer lines 
around Riverside Park and have found a large number of areas that allowed for the infiltration 
into the Plant during the flooding and the Department will be looking at installing valves to help 
eliminate the excess water during future flooding. 
 
Councilman Kerr inquired if the City has received any information on the Thomas Foundation 
grant for the Scott Street Ballfields playground equipment.  Greg Butcher, City Attorney, noted 



Page 5 of 5 
 

the City was just notified that we were awarded $40,000 from Thomas Foundation to go towards 
the ADA playground equipment.  Butcher also noted the City may also install padding and 
concrete sidewalks around walkway. 
 
Councilman Parde noted that there has been a lot of repair work at 6th and Court Street and 
inquired what the status on 407 Court Street is.  Tempelmeyer noted the owners will be present 
at the next City Council meeting to discuss the matter again. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next regular City Council meeting is August 3, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Beatrice Public 
Schools Administration Building Meeting Room; there will not be a Council Work Session in 
July.   
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that the meeting be adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:   Billesbach, Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
 Nay:   None       MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
Erin Saathoff, City Clerk Stan Wirth, Mayor 


