
 

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 15, 2014, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE BPS 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING ROOM, 320 NORTH 5TH STREET, BEATRICE, NE 
 
Mayor Schuster led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
1 – Roll Call: Present: Mayor Schuster, Councilmembers Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, 

Parde 
  Absent: None 
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to 
members of the public. 
   
2 - Consent Agenda 

a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on September 2, 2014, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.  
e. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $739,945.74 
f. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $12,109.58 
g. Write-off of ambulance bad debts.          
h. Resolution Number 5677 adopting Amendment Number 3 to the City of Beatrice/Board of Public Works 

Employee Health Plan removing all references to pre-existing conditions and amending the definition of 
dependent in compliance with the Affordable Care Act.      

i. Resolution Number 5678 placing a stop sign for east bound traffic on West Scott Street at the intersection of 
West Scott and Bluff Streets.         

j. Resolution Number 5679 approving an application to the Nebraska Game & Parks Commission for federal 
assistance from the Land & Water Conservation Fund program for the purpose of renovating the Scott 
Street Ball Fields. 

k. Resolution Number 5680 terminating tower lease agreement with Charter Communications IV, LLC.  
l. Approval of special designated license application of Main Street Beatrice for the Magic of Main Street 

fundraiser on September 19, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. until 12:00 a.m. at 105 North 6th Street, Beatrice, NE. 
      

Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that the items listed under the consent agenda, with the exception of item j, be 
approved, accepted and/or ratified as presented.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Resolution Number 5679 approving an application to the Nebraska Game & 
Parks Commission for federal assistance from the Land & Water Conservation Fund program for the purpose of 
renovating the Scott Street Ball Fields, be passed and adopted. 
 
j – Councilmember Fairbanks requested more information on the scope of the project.  City Administrator, Tobias 
Tempelmeyer, explained that the application included installation of a playground on the north side of the current Scott 
Street and connections to the trail system and parking lot across Center Street, which will tie in all parking, all ball fields, 
and the concession stand.   Once in place the City will look at appropriate signage and crosswalk at Center Street.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
3 - Public Hearings/Bids: 

a. Hearings 



 

(1) Hearing on the 2nd year of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2014 & 2015 Biennial Budget   
  

Mayor Schuster announced that a public hearing be held on the 2nd year of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2014 and 2015 
Biennial Budget. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer reviewed the items that are different from the originally proposed FY2015 Budget.  
Revenue sources have been adjusted for reductions in state aid and higher sales tax projections, but the total revenues 
remain the same.  Expenditure changes are to account for those capital projects being carried forward, some of which 
are a part of the state lid form calculations.   
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that the public hearing be closed at 7:12 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 

Ordinance to adopt the Biennial Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Years 2014 & 2015 
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance to adopt the Biennial Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Years 2014 & 2015, in the 
amount of $42,237,769 for FY2014 and $46,202,920 for FY2015.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that said ordinance be given Number 14-022, the title thereof be approved and 
the rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-022 by number only the first, second and third time. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that Ordinance Number 14-022 be passed and approved. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-022 has been passed and approved. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, to increase the total restricted funds authority for the fiscal year beginning on 
October 1, 2014 and ending on September 30, 2015, by an additional 1% as authorized in Section 13-519 of the 
Nebraska Revised Statutes.  
 
City Clerk, Linda Koch, explained what restricted funds are, and that this action increases the authority to raise the total 
restricted funds an additional 1% over the base limitation already allowed for by state statutes, which establishes a base 
amount that is carried forward from year to year whether you use it or not.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None 
  Absent: None        Motion carried. 
 

(2) Hearing to set the Fiscal Year 2015 Final Property Tax Request       
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a public hearing be held to set the Fiscal Year 2015 Final Property Tax Request.  
 



 

City Administrator Tempelmeyer reported that the approved budget had called for an increase in the property tax 
requirements for the second year, which will result in a levy increase of about 2.5 cents to .370223.  The increase was 
budgeted to fund capital projects such as the Water Park to Hannibal Park Trail Project.   
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that the public hearing be closed at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
4 – Resolutions: 

a. Resolution setting the property tax request for the City of Beatrice for Fiscal Year 2015    
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5681 setting the property tax request for the City of Beatrice for Fiscal 
Year 2015 in the amount of $2,132,596.82. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that Resolution Number 5681 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer reported that as compared to last year the dollar amount of increase was about 
$150,000.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5681 has been passed and adopted. 
 

b. Resolution calculating the amount of unused restricted funds authority.     
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5682 calculating the amount of unused restricted funds authority to be 
$730,072.34. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5682 be passed and adopted. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5682 has been passed and adopted. 
 
5 – Ordinances: 

a. Ordinance establishing water rate charges for customers of the Water Works System of Beatrice.  
        

Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance establishing water rate charges for customers of the Water Works System of 
Beatrice. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that said ordinance be given number 14-023, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-023 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that Ordinance Number 14-023 be passed and approved. 



 

 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that the proposed ordinance provides for an increase in the monthly service 
charge of $1.00 plus .09 cents per 1,000 gallons of usage and a change was made to remove the municipal fire hydrants 
since there is no intention to bill the City for them.    
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
 Ordinance Number 14-023 has been passed and approved. 
 

a. Ordinance establishing sewer rate charges for customers of the Wastewater Treatment System of 
Beatrice.  

 
Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance establishing sewer rate charges for customers of the Wastewater Treatment 
System of Beatrice. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that said ordinance be given number 14-024, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: Fairbanks        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-024 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Ordinance Number 14-024 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that the proposed ordinance provides for the addition of an infrastructure 
improvement fee, which will be $3.00 per month for residential customers and $4.00 per month for commercial 
customers to be set aside for future plant improvements.  The ordinance has also been changed to add language 
regarding a Permitted User, which is a company that would discharge industrial waste above normal into our system 
that would require additional processing, and sets proposed fees for Septic Waste Haulers.  Discussion followed whether 
the commercial infrastructure fee should be higher when compared to the residential fee.  Also discussed was the 
impact of the large increase in the fee for Septic Waste Haulers.  Roy Lauby, representing Lauby Plumbing, Heating and 
Air, 115 East E Street, Wymore, NE, appeared to discuss the increased fee; he currently hauls septic waste and has 
dumped at the Beatrice treatment plant and those of surrounding communities and felt that the increase would drive 
his business away from Beatrice.  Discussion followed whether this could result in illegal dumping of waste.  City 
Administrator Tempelmeyer reported that with the work required the new fees are in line with the actual cost incurred, 
however, the BPW Board had also asked that he check with the area market and report back to them.  Don Vetrovsky, 
BPW Chairman, spoke that the Board felt the fee needed to be raised but yet wanted it to be fair, which is why they 
directed staff to report back to them, but that the proposed ordinance had been recommended to the council intact to 
move forward with the other fees, however, if the council wished to remove the section regarding septic hauler fees 
until the review is complete, then the Board could have that back to the Council in a few weeks.   
 
Moved by Kerr, seconded by Clabaugh, to remove section 6 d. from proposed Ordinance Number 14-024. 
 
Discussed that the Board of Public Works would bring back this section for consideration by the second council meeting 
in October.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Vote on Ordinance Number 14-024 as amended: 



 

 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-024 has been passed and approved. 
 
6 – Public Forum: 
No one appeared at public forum. 
 
7 – Discussions/Reports: 

a. City Administrator’s Monthly Report.    
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer presented the City Administrator’s Monthly Report City; highlights included 
announcement of a special event, Community Connections, being held September 17th by the police department for 
individuals with special circumstances to give them the information thereby providing advance notice to personnel 
responding to a call to them; the Prairie Playground received a grant to put up a shade apparatus that City staff will 
install this fall; the downtown alley reconstruction projects are in progress, 5th to 4th is complete and 4th to 3rd is being 
worked on; and the water department is completing a third project at 16th Avenue and Garfield since other projects 
came in under budget. 
 
8 – Executive Session: 
 
Moved by Catlin that the Mayor and City Council meet in closed session at 8:07 p.m. to discuss union negotiations. 
Seconded by Langdale that the Mayor and City Council meet in closed session at 8:07 p.m. to discuss union negotiations. 
Mayor Schuster announced that is has been moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that the Mayor and City Council 
meet in closed session at 8:07 p.m. to discuss union negotiations. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Reconvene at 8:50 p.m. 
 
8 – Miscellaneous: 
There will be a special council meeting on September 29, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room, 
followed by a Worksession also on September 29, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room.  The next 
regular council meeting will be October 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:51 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Linda S. Koch, City Clerk        Mayor Dennis Schuster 
 


