
 

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 7, 2014, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE BPS ADMINISTRATION 
MEETING ROOM, 320 NORTH 5TH STREET. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
1 – Roll Call: Present: Mayor Schuster; Councilmembers Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Absent: Councilmember Langdale 
  Also Present: BPW Board members Don Vetrovsky, Rich Moon, Darin Baehr 
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to 
members of the public. 
 
2 - Consent Agenda 

a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on June 16, 2014, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   
e. Approval of minutes of worksession on June 23, 2014, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   
f. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $162,658.49. 
g. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $35,369.92. 
h. Approval of special designated liquor license application of Robert Mason dba The Brass Rail for a beer 

garden and dance event to be held July 18, 2014 from 2:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. and July 19, 2014 from 10:00 
a.m. until 2:00 a.m. at 212 Court Street, and permission to use City-owned property for said beer garden.  

i. Resolution Number 5652 entering into engagement agreements with BKD LLP to provide audit services for 
the City for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2014.      

j. Resolution Number 5653 allowing permission for Gage County Tourism, and their designees, to peddle 
wares on City-owned property known as Trailhead Park for an event on October 3 through 5, 2014.   

k. Resolution Number 5654 entering into an agreement with Schuster Design Studio for the creation of two 
new City of Beatrice Welcome Signs.          

 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that the items listed under the consent agenda, with the exception of item i, j, and 
k, be approved, accepted and/or ratified as presented.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
i - Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5652 entering into engagement agreements with BKD 
LLP to provide audit services for the City for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2014, be passed and adopted. 
 
Councilmember Cook requested more information on who the firm was and where they were located; out of Lincoln.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5652 has been passed and adopted. 
 
j - – Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Resolution Number 5653 allowing permission for Gage County Tourism, 
and their designees, to peddle wares on City-owned property known as Trailhead Park for an event on October 3 
through 5, 2014, be passed and adopted. 
  
Councilmember Clabaugh requested more information about the event and how it went the past two years. Michael 
Sothan, Main Street Beatrice, and Angie Bruna, Gage Co Tourism, explained that Trail of Treasures is a 3-day event 



 

sponsored by the Heritage Highway Association that provides an opportunity for towns along Highway 136 to promote 
their town.  Each town is encouraged to have a central location where people can set up booths for sales that is easy 
access for people traveling through.  Beatrice is the largest community on the route and Gage Co Tourism is requesting 
to use Trailhead Park as our central location for booths.  The event brings in people from all over.    
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5653 has been passed and adopted. 
 
k - Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5654 entering into an agreement with Schuster Design 
Studio for the creation of two new City of Beatrice Welcome Signs, be passed and adopted. 
 
Councilmember Cook requested more information on the design of the signs and if it considered using the brick base 
from the current signs.  City Administrator, Tobias Tempelmeyer, explained that the final design has not been completed 
but that north sign was being moved.  Councilmember Cook also felt that the design should include Homestead National 
Monument of America somewhere on the sign.  Councilmember Kerr was concerned about expending funds on this type 
of project at this time.  Discussion followed that this agreement hires Ms. Schuster to come up with a final design and 
that there will be an opportunity to review it.  Once the final design has been approved, then an estimate of the costs 
will be determined.  Discussion held that the east entrance would be a good selection for the second sign.  Allen Grell, 
1907 Washington, spoke to encourage that the design include the words Home of America’s First Homestead.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: Kerr        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5654 has been passed and adopted. 
 
3 - Public Hearings/Bids: 

a. Hearings 
 
4 – Resolutions: 

a. Resolution adopting an updated Investment Policy for City and BPW funds.      
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5655 adopting an updated Investment Policy for City and BPW funds. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5655 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that the current policy passed in 1995 was outdated and did not relate to 
current practices and that over the years the make-up of our local financial institutions has changed.  This came to the 
attention of administration when Security First Bank (SFB) suggested that the use of a sweep account, where funds are 
deposited with their bank but then spread out into accounts throughout the United States and insured under FDIC, 
could replace the need for the requirement of pledged securities for additional deposits over $250,000 at the local bank.  
Administration recommends updating the investment policy to allow for the use of the sweep account at SFB.  The 
financial instruments for investments will remain with safe and secure practices and we will continue to call local 
institutions to obtain the best interest rates.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5655 has been passed and adopted. 
 
5 – Ordinances: 



 

a. Ordinance vacating the right-of-way located in Thorneridge Addition.      
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance vacating the right-of-way located in Thorneridge Addition.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that said ordinance be given number 14-013, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-013 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Ordinance Number 14-013 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that the City had sold the right-of-way to Blake Meints and it now needs to 
be vacated to allow for the platting of Lake Ridge Estates Addition. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-013 has been passed and approved. 
 

b. Ordinance vacating a portion of the plat of Thorneridge Addition.  
     

Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance vacating a portion of the plat of Thorneridge Addition.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that said ordinance be given number 14-014, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-014 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that Ordinance Number 14-014 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that this plat also needs to be vacated to allow for the platting of Lake Ridge 
Estates Addition. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-014 has been passed and approved. 
 

c. Ordinance approving the Lake Ridge Estates Addition plat.  
      

Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance approving the Lake Ridge Estates Addition plat.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that said ordinance be given number 14-015, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
 



 

Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-015 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Morgan, that Ordinance Number 14-015 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator reviewed the plat and reported that Planning & Zoning has recommended approval.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-015 has been passed and approved. 
 

d. Ordinance approving the Lake Ridge Estates Subdivision Improvement Agreement.     
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance approving the Lake Ridge Estates Subdivision Improvement Agreement.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook , that said ordinance be given number 14-016, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-016 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that Ordinance Number 14-016 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained the agreement which provides that the developer is responsible for site 
grading and erosion control; the City will construct the water main, underground electrical, and provide that a sanitary 
sewer line is constructed.  Mr. Meints has put funds in trust with the City to pay for his portion of these improvements, 
estimated at $80,000.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-016 has been passed and approved. 
 
6 – Public Forum: 
No one appeared at public forum 
 
7 – Discussions/Reports: 

a. Olsson Associates report on the Water and WPC rate study and proposed improvements to the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
           

Olsson Associations representatives, Ben Day and Jim Condom, presented their report on a study of Water rates, WPC 
rates, and estimated cost of proposed improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Water Department had a 
master plan done in 2012, which they use to determine what major improvements need to be done to maintain the 
system and plan for future growth; this plan ultimately goes into figuring the rate structure.  A Capital Improvement Plan 
was developed for the Wastewater Treatment Facility, which needs to be updated to comply with upcoming EPA 
regulations, and then determined what needs to go into the rate structure to serve this utility in the future.  At the 
present time, Beatrice does not qualify for assistance from state or federal funds to meet these regulations.  BPW Water 



 

Superintendent, Steve Kelley and City Engineering, James Burroughs, responded to questions regarding the results of the 
study and planned infrastructure improvements.  BPW Board members Don Vetrovsky, Rich Moon, and Darin Baehr, 
were present at the meeting and joined in the discussion with council members.  Mr. Condom presented some 
comparisons of the effect that the rate increase would have on the average user and also how Beatrice compared with 
other communities.  
 

b. Approval of public funding request of Main Street Beatrice for flowers and plants for downtown planters.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, to approve a request for funding from Main Street Beatrice for flowers and plants 
for downtown planters in the amount of $325.71. 
 
Michael Sothan, Main Street Beatrice Director, explained the request to help fund this project, that they hope to see 
expanded, as a way to help them continue with this program as a part of the streetscape plan.  Discussion followed 
about other sources of funding, including the idea of having people or organizations adopt a planter.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan 
  Nay: Parde 
  Abstain: Clabaugh       Motion carried. 
 

c. Approval of public funding request of Gage County Tourism for the Trail of Treasures event.  
  

Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, to approve a request for funding from Gage County Tourism for the Trail of 
Treasures event in the amount of $712.50. 
 
Angie Bruna, Gage County Tourism Director, explained their request for funding to provide for marketing of the Beatrice 
Side of events for the Heritage Highway/Byway 136 Association, Trail of Treasures, event on October 3-5, 2014; to 
encourage local involvement and invite visitors to see more of the community.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
  
8 – Miscellaneous: 
 
The next regular council meeting is July 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room.  There will be a 
Worksession will be on July 28, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room.    
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Morgan, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Linda S. Koch, City Clerk        Mayor Dennis Schuster 


