
 

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD APRIL 7, 2014, AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE BPS ADMINISTRATION 
MEETING ROOM, 320 NORTH 5TH STREET. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
1 – Roll Call: Present: Mayor Schuster, Councilmembers Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, 

Parde 
  Absent: None 
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to 
members of the public. 
 
Mayor Schuster read a Proclamation proclaiming April as Library Appreciation Month and April 13-19, 2014 as National 
Library Week; Library Director, Laureen Riedesel, received the proclamation and presented a list of events planned for 
the month of April in honor of Library Appreciation Month.   
 
Mayor Schuster read a Proclamation proclaiming April as Fair Housing Month.      
    
2 - Consent Agenda 

a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on March 17, 2014, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.  
e. Approval of minutes of worksession on March 24, 2014, as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.   
f. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $113,425.25 
g. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $41,965.63 
h. Approval of contract with R. L. Tiemann Construction in the amount of $57,843.75 for the 2014 Misc. 

Concrete Street Repairs, as recommended by the BPW.       
i. Approval of write-off of ambulance bad debts.         
j. Refer claim of Paul Jobman for damages to vehicle as a result of a light pole falling on it at 7th & Court on 

March 26, 2014 to City Attorney and City’s Insurance carrier for review.    
k. Resolution Number 5613 entering into a lease with Beatrice Masonic Lodge for parking on a portion of City 

right-of-way.  
l. Resolution Number 5614 approving the corrected amendment #2 for the City of Beatrice/BPW Employee 

Health Plan.  
m. Resolution Number 5615 entering into lease with Dennis Frerichs for a community garden in the 600 block 

of Pleasant St.  
n. Resolution Number 5616 entering into an agreement with Nebr Dept of Health & Human Services for one 

individual to complete the Ambulance Service Manager Program.     
o. Resolution Number 5617 entering into an exclusive license agreement with Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. regarding 

distribution and display of beverage products at Hannibal Park and the Beatrice Water Park.    
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that the items listed under the consent agenda, with the exception of items h, k 
and m, be approved, accepted and/or ratified as presented.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that the contract with R. L. Tiemann Construction in the amount of $57,843.75 for 
the 2014 Misc. Concrete Street Repairs, as recommended by the BPW, be approved. 
 



 

h – Councilmember Fairbanks requested information regarding the list of all bidders.  City Administrator, Tobias 
Tempelmeyer, explained the new form provided by City Engineer Burroughs. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that Resolution Number 5613 entering into a lease with Beatrice Masonic Lodge 
for parking on a portion of City right-of-way be passed and adopted. 
 
k – Councilmember Parde questioned the location of the property being leased.  City Attorney, Greg Butcher, explained 
that this is a small section between the sidewalk and their property line which they need for their parking lot.   City 
Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that in order to get the correct number of parking stalls they need to come into 
the right-of-way but does not encroach upon the sidewalk or street.    
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Parde, that Resolution Number 5615 entering into lease with Dennis Frerichs for a 
community garden in the 600 block of Pleasant St. be passed and adopted. 
 
m – Councilmember Parde questioned whether Mr. Frerichs lived close to this block and if someone would be following 
up to make sure the property is kept neat and also asked if this offer is made public; City Administrator Tempelmeyer 
explained that the City has had a few other inquires, but this is the only one to take advantage it so far and that Public 
Properties Director, Mark Pethoud, would check on the property from time to time. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
3 - Public Hearings/Bids: 

a. Hearings 
 
4 – Resolutions: 

a. Resolution approving an Addendum to the Interlocal Agreement with Gage County providing 911 dispatch 
services to add additional 911 address location features.      

 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5618 approving an Addendum to the Interlocal Agreement with Gage 
County providing 911 dispatch services to add additional 911 address location features. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that Resolution Number 5618 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that the county has requested to add a module to our 911 software and has 
agreed to pay for the cost.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5618 has been passed and adopted. 
 

b. Resolution removing 2-hour parking along 7th Street from Monroe to Irving and 8th Street from Carlyle to 
Irving Streets.             

 



 

Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5619 removing 2-hour parking along 7th Street from Monroe to Irving 
and 8th Street from Carlyle to Irving Streets. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that Resolution Number 5619 be passed and adopted. 
 
Mayor Schuster explained that since the manufacturing companies have ceased operations in this location that the 
neighbors have requested that parking restrictions be removed. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5619 has been passed and adopted. 
 

c. Resolution removing parking along the 100 block of South 16th Street.      
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5620 removing parking along the 100 block of South 16th Street. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5620 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Attorney Butcher explained that it is the recommendation of the traffic committee to remove parking on both sides 
for a distance of 101’, and have worked with neighbors on the distance, which should provide for a better free flow of 
traffic access to South 16th street.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5620 has been passed and adopted. 
 

d. Resolution removing parking on the east side of 5th Street between Grant and High, south of Post Office 
Alley. 

 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5621 removing parking on the east side of 5th Street between Grant and 
High, south of Post Office Alley. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Resolution Number 5621 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Attorney Butcher explained that it is the recommendation of the traffic committee, to remove parking along this 
curved portion of 5th Street, for traffic entering the alley and to improve sight line issues for traffic exiting from the post 
office parking.  Temporary signs have been in place and no objections have been heard.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5621 has been passed and adopted. 
 

e. Resolution closing Scott Street between Center and Bluff Streets during organized athletic events.  
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5622 closing Scott Street between Center and Bluff Streets during 
organized athletic events. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Langdale, that Resolution Number 5622 be passed and adopted. 
 



 

City Attorney Butcher explained that since the entrance to the parking lots have been changed this resolution will now 
allow for the closing of Scott Street at Bluff providing for the safety of pedestrians walking back and forth between ball 
diamonds during athletics events.  Public Properties Director Pethoud explained that the organization in charge of the 
event is responsible for locking and unlocking the gates and police and fire are given a schedule of events.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5622 has been passed and adopted. 
 

f. Resolution designating two-way traffic on 7th Street from Market Street to Perkins Street.   
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5623 designating two-way traffic on 7th Street from Market Street to 
Perkins Street. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Fairbanks, that Resolution Number 5623 be passed and adopted. 
 
Mayor Schuster encouraged the council to pass this resolution.  Discussion followed that the traffic committee had 
recommended this and the school district was in support of the change to two-way for the safety of the kids.  A 
transportation study in 2006 also recommended this section of 7th Street by Stoddard Elementary school be converted 
to two-way.  Councilmember Kerr was concerned whether residents in the area have had a chance to voice their 
opinion. 
  
Moved by Kerr, seconded by Fairbanks, to postpone action on Resolution Number 5623 for two weeks and bring back 
for a vote on April 21st. 
 
Discussion held that since the implementation date of the resolution was not until May 27th what would be the effect of 
waiting two weeks to pass.  The May 27th date was chosen by the school to put in effect before summer school and try 
out during less traffic time.  Councilmembers discussed that if the support is pass this for the safety of the students why 
not go ahead tonight and give the school ample time to address the change with staff, parents and the buses.  
 
Vote on motion to postpone: 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Kerr 
  Nay: Catlin, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Langdale, Parde    Motion failed. 
 
Vote on original motion to pass resolution: 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Resolution Number 5623 has been passed and adopted. 
  
5 – Ordinances: 

a. Ordinance approving the plat of Spence Second Subdivision.      
  

Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance approving the plat of Spence Second Subdivision.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Carey, that said ordinance be given number 14-007, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 



 

Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-007 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Cook, that Ordinance Number 14-007 be passed and approved. 
 
City Attorney Butcher presented the Planning & Zoning recommendation in favor of approval.  This is a small piece of 
property retained by the Spence family for agricultural use, that is within the 2-mile jurisdiction and not contiguous 
therefore not being annexed.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-007 has been passed and approved. 
 

b. Ordinance amending City Code Section 2-370 regarding the Beatrice Plus utility billing program.  
     

Mayor Schuster introduced an Ordinance amending City Code Section 2-370 regarding the Beatrice Plus utility billing 
program.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Kerr, that said ordinance be given number 14-008, the title thereof be approved, the rules 
be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 14-008 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that Ordinance Number 14-008 be passed and approved. 
 
City Administrator Tempelmeyer explained that Beatrice Plus program collections are down because the new software 
does not support the prior way it was being done; the proposed amendment would provide that all existing customers 
will be enrolled effective August 1st unless they opt out of the program.  Notice will be provided on the city website and 
a stuffer will be put in the utility bill to inform customers of the change and how to opt out.  Discussed that customers 
can opt in or out at any time.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 14-008 has been passed and approved. 
 
6 – Public Forum: 
No one appeared at public forum 
 
 
7 – Discussions/Reports: 

a. Presentation of Auditor’s Report and the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ending 
September 30, 2013. 

 
Mark Rhine of Hayes & Associates, presented the auditor’s report of the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
for the year ending September 30, 2013, that after a sampling of procedures and inquires with banks and granting 
agencies did not identify any material misstatements and presented an unmodified report.  The City spent more than 
$500,000 in federal funds and was therefore subject to a single audit, which requires additional procedures to 
determine compliance and the findings reported no areas of non-compliance.  He also reviewed the changes generated 



 

due to implementation of changes in accounting standards.  One change was the inclusion of the Beatrice Library 
Foundation as a discretely presented component unit.     He also reviewed routine journal entries that were agreed upon 
with staff to adapt the financial statements to be in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles.  
 

b. Presentation of the Beatrice Fire & Rescue 2013 Annual Report. 
 
Fire Chief, Brian Daake, presented the Beatrice Fire & Rescue 2013 Annual Report.  He reported that the department 
had responded to 2,674 calls for service in 2013, which is up from 2012. The City took over the ambulance service full-
time from the county in 1994 and that number has exploded from the 1,733 calls for service in its first full year of 1995. 
This provides a challenge running 1,000 more calls with the same number of 21 people, which results in more overtime.  
There was one fire fatality when an occupied camper caught fire and one occupant was unable to escape. He reported 
on grants received to replace the generator and new extrication equipment.  Discussion followed regarding the great job 
with the STEMI program, increased overtime to fill-shift during long-term surgery absences, and possible effects of the 
health care reform act on cost reimbursement levels.     
 

c. Proposed ½ cent Sales Tax Ballot Issue 
 
Mayor Schuster explained that a cash reserve policy will be considered in the coming weeks and that the sales tax ballot 
issue is not to build cash reserves, that it is strictly to be expended for infrastructure projects.  
 

d. Legislative Update 
            

City Administrator Tempelmeyer presented the Legislative Update of bills of interest to the City.   
  
8 – Miscellaneous: 
 
The next regular council meeting is April 21, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room.  A worksession to 
be held on April 28, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Beatrice Public Library Sargent Meeting Room may be moved due to 
construction at the library.  
 
Moved by Catlin, seconded by Clabaugh, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Carey, Clabaugh, Cook, Fairbanks, Kerr, Langdale, Parde 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Linda S. Koch, City Clerk        Mayor Dennis Schuster 
 
 


