
 

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 17, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE BPS 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING ROOM, 320 NORTH 5TH STREET. 
 
1 – Roll Call: Present: Mayor Schuster, Councilmembers Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, 

Tiemann 
  Absent: None. 
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is accessible to 
members of the public. 
 
2 - Consent Agenda 

a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular meeting on October 3, 2011 as on file in the City Clerk’s Office.              
e. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims  

(1) Approval of claim of Robert L. Tiemann Construction in the amount of $66,962.66 
(2) Approval of balance of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $367,206.65. 

f. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $38,819.70. 
g. Approval of pay request #1 to Robert L. Tiemann Construction in the amount of $66,962.66 for the Grable 

Street Reconstruction Project.          
              

Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that the items listed under the consent agenda, be approved, accepted and/or 
ratified as presented, Tiemann abstain from e (1) and g.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster announced to move to item 5(f) of the agenda. 
 

5(f) Ordinance approving the issuance of Series 2011 Combined Utilities Refunding Bonds. 
 
Bruce Lefler, Senior VP of Ameritas Investment Corp in Omaha, NE, presented the proposed refinancing of two 
outstanding utilities bond issues; the 1999 and 1999B Series Bonds will be prepaid under the terms of the related loan 
agreements with NDEQ, with the issuance of Series 2011 Combined Utilities Refunding Bonds in the amount of 
$1,725,000.  The Series 2011 interest rate ranges from .45% to 2.8% over ten years with a final maturity date of 
December 15, 2021.  The reduced interest expense will save $140,000, a cost savings to the WPC department of $95,000 
and $45,000 in the Water department over the next 10 years.    
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance approving the issuance of Series 2011 Combined Utilities Refunding Bonds. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that said ordinance be given number 11-026, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended, and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 11-026 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that Ordinance Number 11-026 be passed and approved. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 



 

  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and approved Ordinance Number 11-026. 
 
3 - Public Hearings/Bids: 
 
4– Resolutions: 

a. Resolution entering into an agreement with the Beatrice Humane Society.   
 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5336 entering into an agreement with the Beatrice Humane Society. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Catlin, that Resolution Number 5336 be passed and adopted. 
 
Mayor Schuster explained this is a continuation of the current agreement and just extends the dates for another year.    
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and adopted Resolution Number 5336. 
    

b. Resolution entering into an agreement with Hanna:Keelan Associates for professional services to conduct  
a blight/substandard determination study for Redevelopment Area #4.           

 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5337 entering into an agreement with Hanna:Keelan Associates for 
professional services to conduct a blight/substandard determination study for Redevelopment Area #4. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that Resolution Number 5337 be passed and adopted. 
 
City Administrator, Neal Niedfeldt, explained that the City currently has three redevelopment areas and has identified an 
area to study as a possible redevelopment area #4, which is an extension of area #1 and follows the Highway 77 corridor 
from Sargent Street south to Garfield Street.  Property owners in the area will be able to utilize Tax Increment Financing 
to make improvements, increase the value of their property, and bring in new business.  The addition of area #4 will 
bring the City close to the 35% allowed to be designated. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and adopted Resolution Number 5337. 
     

c. Resolution entering into an agreement with Smart Solutions Group to provide consulting services 
regarding Economic Development Organizational Structure; cost to be shared 50/50 with the County.  

 
Mayor Schuster introduced Resolution Number 5338 entering into an agreement with Smart Solutions Group to provide 
consulting services regarding Economic Development Organizational Structure; cost to be shared 50/50 with the County. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that Resolution Number 5338 be passed and adopted. 
 
Mayor Schuster explained that the representatives working on a joint City/County economic development organization 
have been meeting and are in agreement with what they want to do and that assistance is needed to build the 
infrastructure of a new economic development organization and recommend entering into an agreement with Smart 
Solutions Group, out of Iowa, to provide that assistance.  The cost will be split 50/50 between the City and the County.    
 



 

Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and adopted Resolution Number 5338. 
                 
5– Ordinances: 

a. Ordinance Number 11-022 approving the application of Delmar Schoneweis to rezone the W1/2 of Lots 5 
& 6, Block 7, Highland Park Addition, located at 900 Oak Street, from “R-2” Single-Family Residential  
to “GC” General Commercial, this has been read by title once.      
   

Mayor Schuster introduced further action on Ordinance Number 11-022 approving the application of Delmar 
Schoneweis to rezone the W1/2 of Lots 5 & 6, Block 7, Highland Park Addition, located at 900 Oak Street, from “R-2” 
Single-Family Residential to “GC” General Commercial, which has been read by title once. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Tiemann, that Ordinance Number 11-022, the title thereof be approved, the rules be 
suspended, and said ordinance be read by number only two times tonight.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Tiemann 
  Nay: Schmale, Fetty, Catlin      Motion Failed.    
    
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Tiemann, that Ordinance Number 11-022, the title thereof be approved, and said 
ordinance be read by title the second time tonight.  
 
Discussion was held regarding the variety of uses allowed in GC and that Mr. Schoneweis proposed use may not create a 
problem, but the change in zoning would open up the property to other permitted uses.  Stan Wirth, chairman of 
Planning & Zoning, explained that P & Z recommended approval of the zoning change because they felt that the lot as it 
sits today is not conducive for residential development, but more intended for Mr. Schoneweis’ proposed use.  Delmar 
Schoneweis, stated that he wanted to put up a storage building for vehicles and equipment.  Discussion followed.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Tiemann 
  Nay: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale Motion Failed.    
 
Ordinance Number 11-022 has been defeated. 
 

b. Ordinance Number 11-017 to amend Section 5-7 of the Beatrice City Code regarding keeping of unusual 
animals, which has been read by title two times.  
    

Mayor Schuster introduced further action on Ordinance Number 11-017 to amend Section 5-7 of the Beatrice City Code 
regarding keeping of unusual animals, which has been read by title two times. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that Ordinance Number 11-017 as amended, the title thereof be approved, and 
said ordinance be read by title only the third and final time tonight.   
 
Alexis Winder, 508 Bellwood Drive, spoke and requested that the Council amend the ordinance to reduce the setback. 
Discussion followed regarding eliminating the setback requirement for grandfathered unusual animals. 
 
Moved by Carey, seconded by Tiemann, to amend Ordinance Number 11-017 to delete the 70 ft setback requirement. 
 
Discussion followed regarding enforcement issues of setback requirements and the rights of all involved, owners and 
neighbors.  The setback requirement applies only to grandfathered unusual animals and only when housed outside.  
Doug Pieper, 510 Bellwood, spoke strongly opposed to a zero setback.  Rita Hydo, 208 Sherman, spoke and asked that 



 

the Council consider the reason exotic animals need be registered and make sure the laws passed meet that purpose for 
all, not just one person.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Tiemann 
  Nay: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale Motion Failed.    
 
Moved by Moore, seconded by Tiemann, to amend Ordinance Number 11-017 to change the setback requirement from 
70 ft to 50 ft.  
 
Discussion held that this be proposed as a compromise to settle the issue.  Doug Pieper, 510 Bellwood, spoke and asked 
that the setback remain at 70 ft.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Langdale, Moore, Tiemann, Mayor Schuster 
  Nay: Catlin, Fetty, Parde, Schmale    Motion carried.    
 
Vote on motion to read by title the third and final time: 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: Catlin, Parde       Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 11-017 by title the third and final time: 
“An ordinance to amend Section 5-7 of the Beatrice City Code regarding keeping of unusual animals within the corporate 
limits; to repeal conflicting ordinances or parts of ordinances; and to provide for publication in pamphlet form and for an 
effective date of this ordinance.” 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that Ordinance Number 11-017 as amended with 50 ft setback, be passed and 
approved. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: Catlin, Parde       Motion carried. 
 
Passed and approved Ordinance Number 11-017. 
 

c. Ordinance vacating Lots 5 & 6, Block 1 and Outlot “B”, Covered Bridge Heights Third Addition. 
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance vacating Lots 5 & 6, Block 1 and Outlot “B”, Covered Bridge Heights Third 
Addition. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that said ordinance be given number 11-023, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended, and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 11-023 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that Ordinance Number 11-023 be passed and approved. 
 
City Attorney, Tobias Tempelmeyer, explained that these lots need to be vacated in order to consider the next request 
to approve a new plat to redraw the lot lines.   
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 



 

 
Passed and approved Ordinance Number 11-023. 
   

d. Ordinance approving the plat of Covered Bridge Heights Fourth Addition. 
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance approving the plat of Covered Bridge Heights Fourth Addition. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that said ordinance be given number 11-024, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended, and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 11-024 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that Ordinance Number 11-024 be passed and approved. 
 
Mayor Schuster explained the proposed plan which has been approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and approved Ordinance Number 11-024. 
      

e. Ordinance approving the plat of Whitetail Second Subdivision. 
 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance approving the plat of Whitetail Second Subdivision. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Moore, that said ordinance be given number 11-025, the title thereof be approved, the 
rules be suspended, and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 11-025 by number only the first, second and third times. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that Ordinance Number 11-025 be passed and approved. 
 
City Attorney Tempelmeyer explained that this is a plot of land on Highway 4 within the 2-mile zoning jurisdiction and 
the property owner is requesting that a lot line be moved, the plat meets all requirements and has been approved by 
Planning & Zoning.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Passed and approved Ordinance Number 11-025. 
 
6 – Public Forum: 
No one appeared at public forum. 
 
7- Discussions/Reports: 

a. Report from Linda Grell regarding Keep America Beautiful UPS grant awarded in the amount of $10,000  



 

for native grass planting.  
 
Linda Grell, Director of Keep Beatrice Beautiful, updated the Council on KBB’s mission to empower greater responsibility 
for beautification of the environment.  KBB has been an affiliate since 1983 of its parent organization Keep America 
Beautiful.  In 2011 KBB applied for and was awarded one of thirteen UPS Foundation Grants, receiving $10,000 to 
restore 18.2 acres of grasses along the Big Blue River Trail to a high-diversity native-ecotype prairie.  The restoration will 
reduce mowing costs to the City and increase environmental and habitat benefits by preventing erosion and runoff with 
a filter system improving river water quality and increase wildlife viewing.  Director of Public Properties, Mark Pethoud, 
explained the areas to be seeded.   
 

b. City Administrator’s Report. 
 
City Administrator Niedfeldt presented the City Administrator’s monthly report and reviewed a report from Nebraska 
Public Power regarding a project to conduct a Competitive Assessment Initiative.  Discussion followed.  
 
8 – Executive Session 
 
I, Fetty, move that the Beatrice City Council go into closed session at 8:17 p.m., for the protection of public interest, to 
discuss possible litigation and strategy with respect to collective bargaining. 
I, Schmale, move that the Beatrice City Council go into closed session at 8:17 p.m., for the protection of public interest, 
to discuss possible litigation and strategy with respect to collective bargaining. 
Mayor Schuster read it has moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that the Beatrice City Council go into closed session at 
8:17 p.m., for the protection of public interest, to discuss possible litigation and strategy with respect to collective 
bargaining. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Catlin, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale, Tiemann 
  Nay: None        Motion carried. 
 
Reconvened at 8:37 p.m. 
            
9 –Miscellaneous: 

a. Next regular council meeting is November 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the BPS Admin Bldg Meeting Room. 
b. Worksession on October 24, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the City/BPW Conference Room, 400 Ella Street.  

 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Schmale, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Carey, Fetty, Langdale, Moore, Parde, Schmale 
  Nay: Catlin, Tiemann       Motion carried. 
 
Linda S. Koch, City Clerk        Mayor Dennis Schuster 


