
 

SUMMARY FOR THE CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD JULY 7, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE BPS 
ADMINISTRATION MEETING ROOM, 320 NORTH 5TH STREET. 
 
1 – Roll Call: Present: Mayor Schuster, Councilmembers Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Parde, Witulski 
  Absent: Councilmember Lytle 
 
Mayor Schuster announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room and is 
accessible to members of the public. 
 
2 - Consent Agenda 

a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of June 16, 2008 as on file in the City Clerk’s office.     
e. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of Claims in the amount of $371,732.16. 
f. Approval of BASWA Report of Claims in the amount of $50,436.81. 
g. Approval of replacement of the Library phone system in the amount of $8,828 as quoted by   
Windstream as recommended by the Library Board.        
h. Refer pending litigation regarding a summons in a civil case against the Beatrice Police Dept  
to the City Attorney and City’s Insurance carrier.        
i. Approval of Resolution Number 5034 terminating the Interlocal Agreement with Wymore regarding the 
Defensive Driving Program.           
j. Approval of Resolution Number 5035 establishing a pretrial diversion program with Traffic Safety Plus  
k. Acceptance of resignation of Councilmember Susan Witulski.      
l. Acceptance of Waste Reduction and Recycling Grant from Nebr. Dept of Environmental 
Quality in the amount of $65,200 to purchase a Loader for Compost Facility as recommended  
by the Board of Public Works. 

 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Fairbanks, that the items listed under the consent agenda with the exception of 
items i, j, and k be approved, accepted and/or ratified as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Fairbanks, that Resolution Number 5034 terminating the Interlocal Agreement 
with Wymore regarding the Defensive Driving Program and Resolution Number 5035 establishing a pretrial 
diversion program with Traffic Safety Plus, be passed and adopted. 
 
City Attorney, Tobias Tempelmeyer, explained to the Council that Traffic Safety Plus was increasing the 
program fee $15.00 and that Wymore did not agree with the increase and therefore this action will terminate 
the joint agreement and establish a new program between Traffic Safety Plus and the City of Beatrice.  
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Fairbanks to accept the resignation of Councilmember Susan Witulski. 
 
Mayor Schuster and Councilmembers thanked Councilmember Witulski for her service to the community. 
Susan said it had been a good experience that she enjoyed, but due to her moving to a home in the country 
she must resign.  Mayor Schuster announced the procedure for appointing an individual to fill the remainder of 
the term until November 2010 and requested those interested to apply in writing in the next 3 weeks. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: Kerr         Motion carried. 
 
Councilmember Lytle arrived at 7:14 p.m. 



 

 
3 - Public Hearings/Bids: None. 
  
4– Resolutions: None. 
 
5 – Ordinances: 

a. Authorizing issuance of Public Safety Equipment Tax Anticipation Bonds in the amount of  
$815,000 to fund the purchase of the aerial platform truck.  

 
Mayor Schuster introduced an ordinance authorizing issuance of Public Safety Equipment Tax Anticipation 
Bonds in the amount of $815,000 to fund the purchase of the aerial platform truck.  
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Fairbanks that said ordinance be given Number 08-18, the title thereof be 
approved and the rules be suspended and said ordinance be read by number only three times tonight. 
 
Marc Munford, representative of Ameritas, presented the Bond Ordinance to the Council and explained the 
debt service schedule over a 6-year payback, with interest rates from 2.1% to 3.65%, which will be paid with a 
special levy of 2.9 cents using the current valuation.  Net funds of $800,000 will be available when the truck is 
delivered in August.  Mayor Schuster explained that this payback will give us some room to levy additional 
dollars for another issue in the near future. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Lytle, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Schuster read Ordinance Number 08-18 by number only the first, second and/or third time. 
 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Fairbanks that Ordinance Number 08-18 be passed and approved. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Lytle, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 
Ordinance Number 08-18 has been passed and approved. 
 
6– Public Forum: 
Karl Gaiser, 814 Scott St, appeared before the Council requesting action and/or enforcement of laws regarding 
feral cats as a quality of life issue. 
 
 
7- Discussions/Reports: 

a. Discussion regarding use of All-Terrain Vehicles as a legal form of transportation on City  
streets. 
  

City Attorney, Tobias Tempelmeyer, explained the change in State Statutes with the enactment of LB307 
banning the use of all-terrain vehicles, unless authorized by the local governing body with certain required 
exceptions.  Police Chief Bruce Lang reported that he had surveyed other first-class cities and while the issue 
is worthy of discussion his recommendation was to not change our existing ordinance.  A lengthy discussion 
was held among councilmembers citing concerns with safety issues, possible use by under-age operators, 
noise complaints, whether modified golf carts would be allowed, and the inability to legally cross the river.  
Further discussion was held regarding what requirements could be put in place that could allow for the use in a 
safe manner.  Several individuals from the public spoke in support of the issue:  Michael Howe, 422 W. Park; 
Doug Pieper, 510 Bellwood; Curtis Eaton, 1010 N 26th; Kyle Behrens, 1012 N 26th; and Calvin Vicars, 1075 S. 
Sumner.  Speaking in opposition were John Carrel, 706 N 25th and Russell Behrends, 429 N 7th.  Due to too 
many unanswered questions, no action was taken, with further consideration to be brought forward at a future 
meeting. 



 

            
b. Report from committee regarding consideration of a City occupation tax on lodging. 

 
Councilmember Cook reported that the committee met and was recommending that the City consider 
implementing a 3% occupation tax on lodging for an 18 month period, which would be reviewed at that time to 
be continued at the same rate or increase up to 6%, as a viable option for the City to raise funds for community 
betterment projects that would not otherwise be funded within the budget.  Discussion followed regarding 
possible projects and non-impact on hotel business. 
 
Moved by Fairbanks, seconded by Lytle, to direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance implementing a City-
wide 3% occupation tax on lodging. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Lytle, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 

c. Report from Beatrice Plus committee. 
 

Councilmember Fairbanks reported that the committee met and discussed the application process and 
marketing.  It was recommended that the committee meet quarterly, the last month of each quarter, with 
applications due the first week of that month.  Applicants will be invited to attend the meeting and will be 
notified of award/denial.  Applications will be good for one year.  City Attorney Tempelmeyer will update the 
original ordinance to what is actually being done. 

 
Moved by Fetty, seconded by Witulski that the meeting be adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Yea: Catlin, Cook, Fairbanks, Fetty, Kerr, Lytle, Parde, Witulski 
  Nay: None         Motion carried. 
 
Linda S. Koch, City Clerk        Mayor Dennis Schuster 
 


