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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
 
A meeting of the Beatrice Board of Public Works was held on the 11th day of February, 2015 at 
12:15 p.m. at the City Hall Conference Room, 400 Ella Street, Beatrice, Nebraska. 
 
Attending:  Boardmembers: Vetrovsky, Baehr, Moon, and Moran.   
Absent: Boardmembers: Eskra. 
 
Chairman Don Vetrovsky announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available in the 
meeting room and is accessible to members of the public. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
a. Approve agenda as submitted. 
b. Receive and place on file all notices pertaining to this meeting. 
c. Receive and place on file all materials having any bearing on this meeting. 
d. Approval of minutes of regular BPW Board meeting on January 28, 2015. 
e. Recommend approval of Street Department Report of Claims to City Council in the amount 

of $52,400.44. 
f. Approval of Electric Department, Water Department, and WPC Department Report of 

Claims in the amount of $235,511.78. 
 
Boardmember Eskra arrived at 12:19 p.m. 
 
Boardmember Moran asked who The Green Tree was.  Pat Feist, Electric Superintendent, noted 
they are the same company that BPW has used in the past for tree removal.  They did have a 
name change due to being bought out by a larger company. 
 
Boardmember Baehr asked what the payment to Beatrice Ford for $33,834.00.  Janet Byars, 
BPW Office Manager, noted that was for the replacement of a truck in the Water Department, 
which was a budgeted line item. 
 
Moved by Moran, seconded by Baehr, that the items listed under the consent agenda, be 
approved, accepted, and/or ratified as presented.  
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Vetrovksy, Baehr, Eskra, Moon, Moran  
  Nay:  None                  MOTION CARRIED. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 
Discussion with Gary Thompson of Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) 
 
Chairman Vetrovsky opened up the discussion with Gary Thompson, NPPD Board Member, 
offering his thoughts on the proposed contract with NPPD and why it is potentially driving the 
City to look at other alternatives for power.  Boardmember Baehr agreed noting he was 
concerned with the significant changes.  Thompson noted that it was his understanding that most 
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of the concerns are with the proposed exit fee and he will pass those concerns on to Ken Curry 
and Pat Pope.  Thompson stated it is important to keep the dialog open and the ultimate goal is to 
come up with a contract to satisfy both sides.  Thompson also noted that when we are exploring 
other options, we need to look at the long term benefits, not just the short term benefits.  
Boardmember Moran inquired what happens when a customer notifies NPPD that they are 
terminating their contract.  Thompson noted that he was unsure, but that it is set out in the 
current contract.  Thompson also noted that the NPPD Board feels there ought to be a penalty 
and NPPD has taken steps against those leaving.  Chad Podolak of NPPD, noted that NPPD is 
not trying to penalize anyone and NPPD is trying to do the best they can and wants to have input 
from their customers.  Podolak also noted that while some may want to penalize customers who 
have decided to leave NPPD and want to return, it may actually be more favorable for everyone 
involved for those customers to come back to NPPD.  Boardmember Moran was concerned that 
NPPD is asking the City to sign on to stay with NPPD for twenty-plus (20+) years but making it 
impossible to get out.  Boardmember Moon inquired what NPPD is doing to be proactive?  
Podolak noted that sixty-percent (60%) of the financial responsibility is on NPPDs shoulders.  
Boardmember Eskra posed the question as to why NPPD seems to be running scared instead of 
making the contract enticing so that we want to stay with NPPD.  Thompson noted that NPPD 
needs to show a stream of revenue in order to finance and not have their rating drop and that 
bond companies would prefer a thirty to forty (30-40) year contract.   Chairman Vetrovksy noted 
that he has been an avid supporter of public power in the past and they have proven over the 
years that they will be there in the long run.  Boardmember Baehr inquired if those customers 
who have chosen to leave have made an impact on NPPDs rating.  Thompson noted that the 
customers who have opted out had a minimal impact on NPPD as a whole.  Thompson noted that 
BPW is one of the larger municipal customers and he wants to make sure BPW is treated fairly 
and once again noted he will pass along the concerns with the proposed exit fees.  Boardmember 
Moon inquired if all of the contracts expire at the same time and wondered if it would be 
beneficial for NPPD to have staggering contracts.  Thompson noted he had not thought of that 
but noted that NPPD will work to get the contracts done and be fair to everyone. 
 
One & Six Year Road Plan 

 
James Burroughs, City Engineer, reviewed the proposed One & Six Year Road Plan for 2015.  
The City will continue to install ADA accessible ramps at all intersections that are affected by 
the mill and overlay projects.  Jason Moore, Street Superintendent, reported to the Board that 
they will be implementing an Armor Coating Plan, dividing the City into five (5) or six (6) 
quadrants, and armor coating all asphalt streets within the City once every five (5) to six (6) 
years in order to prolong the life of the streets.  This plan will help to ensure that streets are not 
getting missed as they have in the past when they have used a “shotgun” method when 
determining which streets would be coated.   
 
Moved by Moon, seconded by Baehr, to recommend to the Mayor and City Council to approve 
the 2015 One & Six Year Road plan.  
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Vetrovksy, Baehr, Eskra, Moon, Moran  
  Nay:  None                  MOTION CARRIED. 
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Landlord Notification Policy 
 
Tobias Tempelmeyer, General Manager, reported to the Board that Elizabeth Jurgens did contact 
him today, notifying him that the Gage County Rental Property Owner’s Association has 
reviewed the proposed policy and they are alright with the policy changes.   
 
Moved by Eskra, seconded by Moran, to approve Board Policy #146 Notification of Landlords, 
as presented. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Vetrovksy, Baehr, Eskra, Moon, Moran  
  Nay:  None                  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Monthly Department Report 
 
The monthly department report was presented.  Boardmember Baehr inquired when financials 
would be presented to the Board.  Janet Byars, BPW Office Manager, noted they are waiting for 
the completion of the audit; however, she would be able to present an estimated income 
statement to the Board at the next meeting. 
 
Moved by Baehr, seconded by Moran, to receive and place on file. 
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Vetrovksy, Baehr, Eskra, Moon, Moran  
  Nay:  None                  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next regular Board of Public Works meeting is scheduled for February 25, 2015 at 12:15 
p.m. in the City Hall Conference Room, 400 Ella Street, Beatrice, Nebraska.   
 
Moved by Moran, seconded by Baehr, that the meeting be adjourned at 1:15 p.m.   
 
Roll Call: Yea:  Vetrovksy, Baehr, Eskra, Moon, Moran  
  Nay:  None                  MOTION CARRIED. 
   
 
 
 ______________________________
 Don Vetrovsky, Chairman 
Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Bob Moran, Secretary   


